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Role in the History of the Refromation
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USPA NEWS - Leipzig's Role in the History of the Reformation is one of National Importance. With more than 200 Events the German
City is Celebrating the Reformation Anniversary 2017. The Next Weeks will have Many Highlights in Store for the Culturally Aware....
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From 2-4 September, Leipzig's Market Square will be filled by a 42-metre Table surrounded by 95 Chairs. The colossal Installation
'THE SUPPER TABLE ““ Decreasing Horror | Increasing Love' (ABENDMAHL - abnehmender Schrecken / zunehmende Liebe) by
Composer and Media Artist Thomas Christoph Heyde is to be the setting for one of the most complex Works of our age: For the first
time ever, 95 Singers will perform the Original Latin Text of Martin Luther's 95 Theses (on three Consecutive Nights).

Large Video Screens and an Augmented Reality App will allow Audiences to immerse themselves in the History as well as the Events
as they happen. What's more, 360-degree Applications enable an Individual View of the Event (whether you're right there or watching
virtually). On the Days Afterwards, it will be possible to simply sit down at the Large Table (just as Luther himself would no doubt have
done)Cand start a conversation with Other People. The Installation will thus create a Tangible Bridge between Past and Present.

That same Weekend, the gesamtkunstwerk 'Josquin ““ The Project' will be happening at Several Venues in Leipzig, e. g. at the Old
Stock Exchange and the Hôtel de Pologne. For this World Premiere, the Impressive Oeuvre of Luther's Favorite Composer, consisting
of 18 Masses, 60 Motets and 60 Chansons, will be performed in one Coherent Concert Cycle. Born in 1450, Josquin des Préz excelled
as a Singer, Cantor and Composer in the Musical Centers of Europe.

On mention of Leipzig one thinks immediately of Johann Sebastian Bach, who shaped the Musical Life of Leipzig for 27 years as St.
Thomas cantor. Several Cantata Volumes, among which the St. John Passion, originated in Leipzig. In the year of the Reformation
Anniversary, Mario Schröder, the Ballet Director and Chief Choreographer of the Leipzig Ballet, created a Ballet Evening with Music
from Bach's St. John Passion, which will Premiere on 27 October 2017 at the Leipzig Opera House. 

Music Lovers should not miss another Highlight: the Organ Festival at the Leipzig Gewandhaus from 27 through 31 October 2017,
which is bannered as 'Reformation ““ Revolution' this year. The Program includes a Sunday Morning Organ Concert with Organist
Mathis Eisenberg (29 Oct, 11am) and Lutheran Church Music (29 Oct, 8 pm).

On Reformation Day, 31 October 2017, the St. Thomas Boys Choir will accompany the Church Service in St. Thomas Church,
featuring the Bach Cantata 'Eine feste Burg ist unser Gott' (BWV 80) with the Gewandhaus Orchestra, St. Thomas Organist Ullrich
Böhme and Soloists under the Direction of St. Thomas Cantor Gotthold Schwarz.
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